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Gates of Wisdom Congregation

TOWSEND STREET

RABBI M. S. SIVITZ, Minister

One of the most attractive syna-
gogues in Pittsburgh is the Gates
of Wisdom or Shara Torah in Town-
send Street. It has had a long and
honorable eareer in this city, and is
still destined to play an important
part in the religious life of the Hill
Section,

Rabbi M. S, Sivitz was called here
from Baltimore to take charge of the
congregation in 1890, and the con-
gregation grew rapidly. A Metho-

dist church was used as temporary -

quarters, and thirteen years ago the
building was torn down to make way
for the present edifice, the home of
the Shara Torah Congregation.

Dr. Sivitz has been active in local
charitab'e endeavor, and has been in-
strumental in the founding of the
Talmud Torah. the Montefiore Hos-

pital, Bichur Cholim and others. He

is an author of some note.
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CRAWFORD STREET

The Poale Zedeck Congregation
was brought into existence under the
name of Austro-Hungarian Congrega-
tion Poale Zedeck November 6, 1881.
At its origination the membership
was close to forty, and with the rent-
ing of a hall in Grant Street the
membership increased. A house on
Federal Street was remodeled and
used by the congregation for some
time. In 1901, the gresent synagogue
building, 129-131-133 Crawford Streest
was purchased. The interior of the
synagogue is now being beautifully
decorated.

Mr. Adolph Greenberger has served
as principal of the Hebrew School for
eighteen years. The Sisterhood was
organized in 1911. Mrs. Mendoza is
president. A Ohedra-Kadisha branch
now consists of 150 members. Mr.
Jacob Weinberger is (Gabai) or chair-
man.

Rabbi Sol Zebalel Friedman, a
graduate of the Rabbi Isaac Elchan-
an Theological Seminar{.} Baldwin
Wallace and Columbia Unmiversities
was called to assume the spiritual

leadership of the Poale Zedeck Con-
gregation early in 1920. He has al-
ready impressed the community with
his organization ability and eloquence,
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